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Immediately at the entrance, at the door, there is a narthex (narthex in Slavic

means "door"). Here is usually a candle box, where we can take candles, write
notes about health and repose, order a prayer or memorial service.



Going farther, we will find ourselves in the middle part of the temple, it is
also called "ship". This part means the Earth, the whole of the Earth's
space. Here we stand at the divine service, pray in front of the icons, and
here, in a specially designed place, confession is held.



Candles about health are placed on candlesticks near icons, and candles
about the repose of the deceased - on the eve, a quadrangular candlestick
with the image of the Crucifixion of Christ.







The iconostasis is located on a certain elevation, on the soleya, the center of which in

front of the Royal Gates forms a semicircular ledge which is called the pulpit. This place
marks the mountain from which the Lord Jesus Christ himself preached.



To the right and left along the edges of the soleya, choir stalls are arranged,
where the choristers sing. They can also sing in choirs from above. The
choir stalls and those who sing on them represent choirs of angels singing
the glory of God.




The main part of the temple is the altar. The altar is located on the east side of
the temple, since the Savior is called the Sun of Truth and the East. The altar
should be oriented towards the sunrise, so that people standing in front of the
iconostasis face the East. This is how temples are built today.



The main entrance to the altar in the center is called the Royal Gates
because through them the Lord Jesus Christ, the king of Glory, passes
invisibly in the Bowl with the Holy Gifts.
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To the left and right of the Royal Gates there are the so-called diaconal
gates (otherwise-the North and South door of the iconostasis), through which
deacons most often pass.



Inside the altar,
behind the Royal Gates,
there is a special curtain
which is open at the
moments of worship. It
symbolizes the Stone
rolled away by the Angel
from the Holy Sepulcher.
Behind the Royal Gates,
In the altar, on a table
called the throne, the
sacrament of the
Eucharist takes place.
Here, to the left of the
Throne, there is an altar,
a small table on which
Gifts are prepared for the
sacrament of Eucharist.







